
PLANTS & SOILS 
Division Z Includes:  Horticulture 

SUPERINTENDENT:  
SECRETARY: Tammy Halterman 

 
1. Exhibits will be "checked in" at the exhibit hall between 9:00 and 10:00 a.m. on Saturday, July 28. 
2. Exhibits will be judged conference style in the exhibit hall beginning at 10:15 a.m. Saturday, July 28. 
3. Each exhibitor showing vegetable plates will receive 1 premium and 1 ribbon based on the highest rating received. 
4. All vegetables exhibited must have been grown by the exhibitor as part of their current 4-H gardening project. 
5. Exhibitors should be knowledgeable about various aspects of the vegetables, including but not limited to different varieties, soil 

testing, fertilizers used, etc.  
6. Vegetable exhibits should be prepared according to the Illinois Vegetable Garden Guide website: 

http://web.extension.illinois.edu/vegguide/  
7. Waxes and oils may not be used on vegetables or fruits.  
8. Any plant infested with insects will be removed from the exhibit area and will not be eligible for a Blue ribbon 
9. 3 State Fair entries may be chosen from Vegetable Display, Vegetable Plate, and Vegetable Gardening Display; 1 additional 

entry may be selected from Ready4Life Challenge.   
10. Best Vegetable Display - trophy and ribbon 

 Best Horticulture Exhibit - trophy and ribbon 
 
Class Name (3 State Fair entries; 1 additional entry for Ready4Life Challenge) 
 
Vegetable Display: (SF 50314)  
(Open to youth in Vegetable Gardening A, Vegetable Gardening B, Vegetable Gardening C, and Vegetable Gardening D) 

1. This class is allowed a 2’6” x 2’6” space for display.  
2. Display must include 6 and not more than 12 different kinds of vegetables. There may not be more than 2 different 

varieties of any vegetable. For example, red and white potatoes would be classified as two different varieties. Acorn 
squash and zucchini would be classified as two different vegetables. 

3. The number and type of vegetables used must conform to the Vegetable Plate/Basket List. 
4. Basket must be labeled with the name and variety of all vegetables used. (i.e. Cabbage – Golden Acre; Cucumber, slicing – 
Straight Eight) 

 
Vegetable Plate: (SF 50315)  
(Open to youth in Vegetable Gardening A, Vegetable Gardening B, Vegetable Gardening C, and Vegetable Gardening D) 

1. Exhibit must include 2 single vegetable plates. (Exhibitor will furnish the disposable plates.) 
2. Number of vegetables on plates must conform to plate list below. 
3. Only one variety on each plate. 
4. An exhibitor cannot show two plates of the same type vegetable. (i.e.: Cannot exhibit red and white potatoes or zucchini 

and straightneck summer squash.) 
 
VEGETABLE PLATE/BASKET LIST  
When selecting vegetables for exhibition, keep in mind that the judge will evaluate them on the basis of cleanliness, uniformity, 
condition, quality, and trueness to variety. (Lists are provided by UI Extension Horticulturists; Items are listed according to the correct 
definition of vegetables) 
Asparagus (5 spears) 
Beans, Lima (12 pods) 
Beets (5) 
Broccoli (1 head) 
Brussels sprouts (12 sprouts) 
Cabbage (1 head) 
Cauliflower (1 head) 
Carrots (5) 
Cucumber, pickling or slicing (5) 
Eggplant (1) 
Garlic (5) 
Kohlrabi (5) 
Lettuce (1 head or plant) 
Muskmelon incl. cantaloupe (1) 
Okra (12) 
Onions, large, dry (5) 
Onions, green or set (12) 

Parsnips (5) 
Peas, (12 pods) 
Peppers, large fruited (bell/banana) (5) 
Peppers, small fruited (chili/cherry) (12) 
Popcorn (5) 
Potatoes (any variety) (5) 
Pumpkin (1) 
Rhubarb, trimmed stalks (3) 
Rutabaga (5) 
Salsify (5) 
Squash, summer (any variety) (3) 
Sweet Corn, in husks (5) 
Tomatoes, slicing (5) 
Tomatoes, small fruited (12) 
Turnip (5) 
Watermelon (1) 

Squash, winter (Acorn, butternut, buttercup, spaghetti, Hubbard, Turks’s Turban) (1) 



Beans, Snap, Green Pod or Golden Wax (12 pods) 
Greens (collard, endive, escarole, kale, mustard, spinach, Swiss chard) (1 plant) 
 
Vegetable Gardening Display: (SF 50316) 
(Open to youth in Vegetable Gardening A, Vegetable Gardening B, Vegetable Gardening C, Vegetable Gardening D)  
Present an exhibit of the member’s choice that focuses on some aspect of vegetable gardening which does not fit in the 
categories above. The exhibit may include, but isn’t limited to, original works, objects, demonstrations, digital 
presentations, programs, websites, games, apps, performances, or posters which you have made. Choose whatever method 
best shows what you’ve learned. You must furnish any equipment you need for your exhibit. Internet service will not be 
provided for the exhibit. All exhibits must include something visual, such as a printed copy of a digital presentation, which 
will remain on display during the exhibition. Electronic equipment will only be used during your personal judging time and 
will not remain on display during the entire exhibit period. 
 
Vegetable Gardening Ready4Life Challenge: (SF 50318)  
(Open to 11- to 18-year-olds enrolled in any Vegetable Gardening project) Please see general rule #9 for instructions.   
 

PLANT & SOIL SCIENCE 
(Not eligible for State Fair) 

 
Plants & Soils 1: (not eligible for state fair) 
Prepare a display or poster that illustrates an activity from the project manual. The display should demonstrate an 
understanding of environmental and internal factors that affect plant growth. Include your project journal that documents 
activity recordkeeping requirements, answers activity questions, and details personal thoughts and ideas. 
 
Plants & Soils 2: (not eligible for state fair) 
Prepare a display or poster that illustrates an activity from the project manual. The display should demonstrate an 
understanding of the composition of plants, the functions of individual plant parts, plant life cycles, and the many ways 
plants reproduce. Include your project journal that documents activity recordkeeping, answers activity questions, and details 
personal thoughts and ideas. 
 
Plants & Soils 3: (not eligible for state fair) 
Prepare a display or poster that illustrates an activity from the project manual. The display should demonstrate an 
understanding of environmental and internal factors that affect plant growth. Include your project journal that documents 
activity recordkeeping requirements, answers activity questions, and details personal thoughts and ideas. 
 
Plants & Soils Ready4Life Challenge: (not eligible for state fair) 
(Open to 11- to 18-year-olds enrolled in any Plants & Soils project) Please see general rule #9 for instructions. 
 
 
 
  



 


