
2019 LIVESTOCK AUCTION RULES 
July 28, 2019 - 7:00 p.m. 

Sheep Show Arena at Grundy County Fairgrounds 
 

1. In order to be eligible to place an animal in the Livestock Auction, 4-H members must have attended (or have excused 
absences) for 2/3 of the scheduled club meetings.  

2. Members have the right to retain their 4-H animal or sell at auction.  
3. If a 4-H'er wishes to sell in the auction, they may maintain possession of the animal for further shows upon agreement 

with the buyer.  
4. No animals will be released to any buyers or owners until the conclusion of the Best of 4-H program at the end of the 4-

H Fair on Monday, July 29, 2019. Buyers are responsible to remove purchased animals from the fairgrounds by 
6:00p.m. Monday, July 29, 2019 or make specific alternate arrangements with the seller.  Swine, beef and sheep will be 
transported to Chenoa Locker for live animals to be processed. 

5. The Auction Sale Order is listed on page 6. The order constitutes a list of potential lots for sale.  The following 
requirements must be met in order to sell in the auction.  These rules do not apply to eligibility for exhibition.   

a. The attendance requirements of Rule 1 must be met to qualify for the Auction, regardless of class placing. 
b. All beef, sheep, swine as well, as other lots with a published minimum or maximum weight, must meet the 

weight requirements provided in Rule 6 to qualify for the auction, regardless of class placing.  
6. The following minimum weights must be met in order to qualify for the auction, regardless of competition placing: 

a. Swine (minimum of 220 lbs. for gilts or barrows).  Swine exceeding 350# may be sold (discouraged) but 
poundage exceeding 350# will not be included in the purchase cost. 

b. Cattle (minimums of 1000 lbs. for steers and 900 lbs. for market heifers),  
c. Sheep (minimum of 90 lbs. for wether or market ewe lambs)  
d. Poultry and rabbits must also meet their stated maximum or minimum weight guidelines for their class judging 

rules in order to qualify for the sale regardless of show placement.   
e. No maximum or minimum weight has been established for goats. 

7. Swine, Beef and Sheep Lots (live and carcass) will be sold with two options.   
a. The buyer may pay full auction price per pound and take ownership of the animal or  
b. Pay the Premium defined as the winning bid minus a predetermined market price for each animal (animal 

remains the property of the seller).  The “market price” will be set by the Auction Committee based on an 
average of multiple current commercial outlets and announced at the auction.  

8. The three Supreme Champion Market Beef, Sheep and Swine animals will be sold first in the Auction, unless removed 
from the sale by the seller’s choice or by virtue of attendance in Rule 1 or the weight requirements of Rule 6.   

a. The sale order of the Supreme Champions will follow the species rotation up the previous year’s species order 
- up in the auction order from year to year. 

b. If one or more of the Supreme Champions are not sold for any reason, there will be no replacement by any 
other animal and that Lot will not be filled. 

9. All species of Winning Carcass animals exhibited in the swine, beef and lamb Premiere Carcass Classes will be sold 
together after sale of the Supreme Champions, unless removed from the sale by the seller’s choice or by virtue of 
attendance in Rule 1 or the weight requirements of Rule 6. 

a. The sale order of the carcass animals will follow the species rotation up the previous year’s species order - up 
in the auction order from year to year. 

b. If one or more of the carcasses are not sold for any reason, there will be no replacement by any other animal 
and that Lot will not be filled. 

c. Based on the number of animals exhibited in the Premiere Carcass Classes, the number qualifying for auction 
will be as described  below - in the case of an odd number of carcasses shown, rounding up will be used to 
determine the number that will sell (i.e. 5 exhibited so the top 3 may sell). 

i. Sheep – top half of exhibited carcasses with a minimum of 2 carcasses and a maximum of 4 carcasses 
may be sold. 

ii. Swine – top half of exhibited carcasses with a minimum of 4 carcasses and a maximum of 8 carcasses 
may be sold.    

iii. Beef – starting 2019 whole rather than half carcasses, whole carcasses will sell in two lots (½ carcass per 
lot).  The top half of exhibited carcasses with a minimum of 2 and a maximum of 4 whole carcasses may 
be sold. 

d. Exhibitors are not responsible for the kill fees for animals sold in the Auction.  Kill fees and processing fees 
for auctioned carcass are paid by the buyer.  Kill fees and other processing fees are paid by the Exhibitor for 
carcasses not sold in the Auction 

e. For additional rules concerning beef, lamb, and swine premiere classes, see Division A, I, and/or K. 
10. All remaining species of Qualifying Animals for the sale, by virtue of class standings, will be sold immediately following the 

sale of all winning carcass animals, unless removed from the sale by the seller’s choice or by virtue of attendance in Rule 
1 or the weight requirements of Rule 6. 



a. The sale order of the Sale Qualifying animals will follow the species rotation up the previous year’s species 
order - up in the auction order from year to year. 

b. If one or more of the animals are not sold for any reason, there will be no replacement by any other animal 
and that Lot will not be filled. 

c. Based on the number of animals exhibited in the Beef and Sheep Rate-of-Gain Classes, the number qualifying 
for auction will be as described below - in the case of an odd number of exhibited animals, rounding up will be 
used to determine the number sold (i.e. 5 exhibited so the top 3 sell will sell). 

i. Sheep – top half with a minimum of 2 and a maximum of 4 animals   
ii. Beef – top half with a minimum of 2 and maximum of 4 animals.   
iii. Swine – no Rate-of-Gain class exists 

11. Following sale of the class winning animals, bonus animals will be sold. 
a. Any beef, sheep, or swine exhibitors who has not qualified to sell a beef, sheep or swine animal will be allowed 

to auction one of these 3 species, as long as the 4-H member has met the attendance requirement of Rule 1 
and the sale animal meets the minimum sale weight requirements in Rule 6.  

b. The sale order of the Bonus animals will follow the species rotation up the previous year’s species order - up 
in the auction order from year to year. 

c. Animals will be randomly ordered within their species. 
12. All carcass buyers are responsible for contacting Chenoa Locker, 8 North Veto, Chenoa, IL 61726 (815) 945-7323 with 

cutting instructions and meat pick-up arrangements on Monday,  July 29, 2019. Buyers are responsible for associated 
kill and cutting fees.  

13. The following information will be published prior to the sale of all animals and will be available on a receipt at the time 
of checkout: Name of 4-H'er, 4-H Club, Weight of animal, Class and Placing of Animal 

14. All beef, swine and sheep will be sold based on live weight as recorded for the exhibition.  Goats, rabbits and poultry 
will be sold on a per head basis (3 head in a lot, then 3 times the winning bid is the total price for the lot) rather than per 
lot. 

15. Checks should be made payable to Grundy County 4-H Association, and are requested the night of the sale, but can be 
delivered to the 4-H Fair Office on the Fairgrounds before 3:00 p.m. on Monday, July 29, 2019 or the Grundy County 
Extension Office by 4:30 p.m. on Tuesday, July 30, 2019. The Extension Office is located at 4004 N. Division St. 
(Farm Bureau Building) in Morris, Illinois. ALL BUYERS MUST CHECKOUT IMMEDIATELY AFTER THE 
AUCTION. 

16. A 5% sales commission plus $24 will be assessed to the seller on every Lot sold. The 5% commission 
supports auction advertising and the $24 provides a pair of pork chop dinner tickets for 2020 to each buyer. 
 

Important Carcass and Auction Information 
     For 4-H’ers and Parents  

 
Everyone showing in the Carcass Class MUST make arrangements to dispose of all carcasses 
that do not qualify for the Auction or are sold on a PREMIUM-ONLY basis! 

 
Hopefully we have your attention.  Please thoroughly read the information below. 

 
1. All qualifying carcasses (swine, beef and sheep) will be sold together immediately following sale of the Supreme animals.  In 

the past they have sold with their live animal counter parts. 
2. All carcasses will be eligible for sale on a “PREMIUM-ONLY” basis (seller does not want to take possession of the meat).   

a. As with live animals, sellers will be responsible for disposing of any carcasses sold on a premium-only basis. 
b. In order to reduce confusion at Chenoa, each seller will be required to provide the Auction Committee (Bill 

Chapin responsible in 2019) with names and phone numbers of the persons responsible for ALL non-qualifying or 
premium-only Auction carcasses. 

i. The carcasses in the sale may or may not be purchased on a premium-only basis so the names you 
provide will only be sent to Chenoa in the event the buyer chooses only a premium-only option. 

ii. This “contingent use” information is needed from every carcass exhibitor before the Auction. 
iii. The Livestock Committee will provide a form at the carcass judging that you will be expected to complete 

that will include the type of animal, the live weight of the animal, the seller’s name as well as the name and 
phone number of the person(s) responsible to Chenoa for cutting instructions (provided on Monday, the 
day after the auction) pick-up and paying the Chenoa kill and processing fees.  If you have a beef carcass, 
pay special attention to bullet 3 below. 

3. Full beef carcasses will sell in this year’s Auction.  They will sell in two halves (two lots).  The buyer of the first lot has the 
right to purchase the second lot at the same price per pound.  If they do not, the second lot will be auctioned.   

 
TWO ADDITIONAL COMMENTS 

 



 

 4-H’ers are and have always been responsible for finding buyers and sending thank you notes to buyers. This year, sellers in 
the Auction will be required to submit completed thank you notes for each of their buyers to the office before an Auction 

check will be issued. 

 The Auction committee (Bill Chapin in 2019) needs to be informed of all resales of animals that are sold through the 
auction and go to Chenoa.  Chenoa needs information in order to track the responsible parties for the animals they process.  
There are issues with people calling them without information as to which animal they bought and there are issues with no 
contacts being made to Chenoa and when they try to reach out for animal disposition, the carcass has been sold and they 

don’t know who the owner is.  They can’t release the meat unless they know it is being released to the rightful owner. 
 
Questions?  Contact one of the following Auction Committee Members (not all are listed): Steve Jorstad, Bill Chapin, Dave 
Siedentop, Eric Baudino, Austin Granby, Ron Frye or Luke Brockman 

 

Information for Buyers  
 
To simplify logistics surrounding the buying process of swine, sheep and cattle at the Livestock Auction.  A 

bookkeeping and logistics system that allows 4 purchasing options for swine, sheep and cattle has been created. These options 
allow a buyer to pay full auction price per pound and take ownership of the animal or only pay the auction price over and above 
a predetermined market price for each animal (animal remains the property of the seller).  This “market price” will be set by the 
Auction Committee based on an average of multiple current commercial outlets and announced at the auction.   
 
In the 4 options below for the purchase of swine sheep and cattle, “Premium” is defined as the difference between the winning 
bid and the established market price (set by the 4-H Auction Committee)  
 
Winning bid = $3.00/pound and minus an established market price of $2.00/pound equals a “Premium” of $1.00/pound to be 

paid by the buyer who does not want ownership of the animal 
 

Available Options for Buyers 
Available only for swine, sheep and cattle 

 
1. Buyer pays only the Premium 

a. Possession of the animal remains with the 4-H’er 
b. EXAMPLE: The winning bid is $3.00/pound, the established market price is $2.00/pound and the animal 

weighs 300 pounds.  The buyer pays only the premium amount: Premium is $1.00/pound (winning bid of 
$3.00/pound minus the established market price of $2.00). The  Buyer pays: $1.00 x 300 pound = $300 
 

2. Buyer pays full bid price (established market price + premium) for the animal  
a. Buyer arranges to remove the animal from the fairgrounds after the             Best-of- 4-H Ceremony – between 

approximately 4:30pm (at conclusion of the Best-of-4-H on the Monday after the Auction 
b. EXAMPLE: The winning bid is $3.00/pound, the established market price is $2.00/pound and the animal 

weighs 300 pounds.  The buyer pays $3.00/pound (full winning bid price) x 300 pounds = $900 
 

3. Buyer pays full bid price (established market price + premium) for the animal 
a. Buyer wants live animal processed for the freezer 
b. Arrangements will be made for transportation of the live animal to the processing plant in Chenoa (No 

arrangements will be made to other facilities). 
c. The buyer is responsible to contact Chenoa on Monday following the Auction with the Lot number of the 

animal purchased and cutting instructions.  Chenoa will contact the buyer when the meat is ready for pick-up 
(buyer is responsible for pick-up). 

d. Information of resales of these animals to secondary buyers after the sale is required to be submitted to Bill 
Chapin (815) 954-5129 by 10:00am on Monday following the sale. 

e. EXAMPLE: The winning bid is $3.00/pound, the established market price is $2.00/pound and the animal 
weighs 300 pounds.  The buyer pays $3.00/pound (full winning bid price) x 300 pounds = $900 + Chenoa 
processing fees. 

 
4. Buyer pays full bid price (established market price + premium) for the animal 

a. Buyer wishes to donate the animal to the 4-H Federation to be re-sold at the Cut Meat Auction during Corn 
Fest 

b. Arrangements will be made to transport the live animal to the processing plant in Chenoa. 
c. The 4-H Federation is responsible to contact Chenoa with cutting instructions and is responsible for 

processing fees. 



d. EXAMPLE: The winning bid is $3.00/pound, the established market price is $2.00/pound and the animal 
weighs 300 pounds.  The buyer pays $3.00/pound (full winning bid price) x 300 pounds = $900. 

 
Special Note for beef carcass animals already in Chenoa Locker:  
Beginning in 2019, whole beef carcasses will be sold, each whole carcass will be sold in 2 Lots (1/2 carcass in each Lot).  The 
winning bidder of the first half has the option of purchasing the second calf for the same price per pound.  
 
Purchases of goats, rabbits, chickens, ducks, etc., 
The buyer will pay the full winning bid and make arrangements for ownership by direct contact with the 4-H’er – there is no 
option for purchasing only the premium.  One lot may consist of multiple animals.  The winning bid is per head times the 
number of animals in the Lot, rather than pounds per lot (i.e. $75 is the winning bid on a pen of 3 chickens – the cost to the 
buyer is 3 times $75 for a total of $225 for the Lot.  No animal may be released until after the Best-of-4-H Ceremony – 
approximately 4:30pm on the Monday after the Auction. 
 

The 4-H Federation will hold its annual Cut Meat Auction during Corn Fest at the American Legion Hall, 212 West 
Washington Street, Morris, IL at 10:30 A.m. on, Saturday, September 28, 2019 

 
All purchases payable the night of the auction.   
 
ALL BUYERS ARE REQUIRED TO CHECK OUT WITH THE CLERK’S BEFORE LEAVING THE FAIR GROUNDS 

SUNDAY NIGHT AFTER THE AUCTION 

 
 


